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Office of Land Management 
Due to Extremely Dry Conditions, most state parks in Illinois have implemented an “open fire ban” until 
further notice.   Concerns for an extended drought conditions will be access to boat ramps and being able 
to fill water fowl areas in the fall.   
 
Office of Resource Conservation 
Division of Fisheries 
Within the past 5days we have had many fish kills reported statewide. This trend may continue and even 
get worse if the drought and heat continues: 
 
On Lakes Clinton and Sangchris the kills were relatively large. Both report hundreds of dead fish, mostly 
striped bass in Sangchris with a few largemouth bass, crappie and yellow bass.  Clinton reports mostly 
dead hybrid striped bass and a few channel catfish, flathead catfish and shad.   Powerton has a major 
fish kill is underway.  The intake screens have been overwhelmed and plugged with dead fish, and the 
company is looking for a contractor to set up a secondary net to remove dead fish.   
 
There have been several minor kills on the Rock, Mississippi and Little Wabash Rivers.  Several relatively 
shallow glacial lakes in Northeastern Ill, including the Fox Chain of Lakes have reported dead northern 
pike, muskies and walleye.  LaSalle Lake reports several dead and dying hybrid striped bass and catfish 
of several species. 
 
Mermet Lake is a shallow lake to begin with but is now at least a foot low.  A fish kill could happen there.  
Pumping was initiated and will continue for 7 days to maintain the pool elevation.   After 7 days, the 
pumping will cease.   
 
There have been numerous private pond fish kill calls to our district staff. No count is available at this 
time. 
 
Division of Forestry 
The Fire Warden Law allows IDNR to enact wardens at very high or extreme fire danger upon request of 
Regional Forester in seven southern most counties: Jackson, Pope, Hardin, Johnson, Union, Alexander, 
and Pulaski. The National Rating for Southern Illinois is at High danger rating this week. The other 92 
counties must handle the regulation of fire bans or permits themselves.   
 
Numerous calls have been received about dying trees.  Trees with insect/disease/ or health problems are 
at high risk and regular watering should be considered to mitigate this stress on at-risk trees.  Projects 
under the Illinois Forestry Development Act may be eligible for assistance with re-forestation plantings. 
 
Division of Private Lands and Watersheds 
Numerous calls have been received about failures of planting on Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP) properties.  Cost sharing opportunities may be available to replant these properties.  
Calls for emergency grazing on CREP properties could be made by the FSA on as-needed basis.   The 
grazing would be detrimental to the CREP properties. 
 



Office of Law Enforcement 
Conservation Police have responded to fish kills and fire at Illinois Beach State Park.  Inquiries have been 
received about restricting boating due to low water levels.   OLE has never restricted boating for low 
water and is not considering low flow boating restrictions at this time. 
 
Office of Water Resources 
The Drought Response Task Force is being formed with the first meeting on July 11 at 10am.  
IDNR/OWR and IEPA/DPWS will co-chair the task force.  
 
 The flowing handouts were distributed showing: 

1. Precipitation Departure from Normal – the amount of rain lacking for a normal year 
2. Precipitation received this week – While rain will help in the short term (1week), the precipitation 

deficit is so large it will not help with long term drought impacts. 
3. Real-time stream flows ranked per normal flows on this date 
4. Comparison of real-time 7 day average flow with historical stream flows - Central Illinois is within 

the 5% lowest flows for this time of year and is classifies as severe hydrological drought, 
Southern Illinois is within 6%- 9% of the lowest flows and classified as moderate hydrological 
drought, and Northern Illinois is within 10% - 24% of lowest flows and is classified at below 
normal. 

5. River and Reservoir Report from St. Louis Corps – Reservoir levels are 0.5’ to 1’ below normal 
except Rend Lake gage is showing water levels 0.5’ above normal. 

6. Season Drought Outlook – Drought outlook for July through September shows the drought 
persisting or intensifying. 
 

The Kaskaskia River below Lake Shelbyville is extremely low and could potentially impact Holland Energy 
power plant in Cowden.  If stream flows fall below 10 cfs, the power plant has a water supply agreement 
with IDNR.  The IDNR would request the Corps of Engineers release more water from Lake Shelbyville.   
Riparian owners along the Kaskaskia River also have the rights to withdrawl water for reasonable uses.   
 
Several inquiries have been received about water withdrawl for irrigation uses on Kankakee, Iroquois, and 
Pecatonica Rivers.  If the drought continues, Rend Lake could see conflicting for recreation and water 
supply. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 



 
 
 



 



 

 
 
 



Map of below normal 7-day average streamflow compared to 
historical streamflow for the day of the year. (Illinois) 

 

 



 
 
 
 



 
 



 


